Things about Somalia and Black Hawk Down you may not know:

The pentagon helped the movie release move up from November 2, 2002 to January 18,2002 (nationwide)

He movie does not explain the history including the massive crimes of the Somali dictator Siad Barre, who the U.S. backed and who Somali warlord Mohammad Farrah Aidid ejected.

No mention is made of Western oil corporations plans for Somalia's oil reserves, which many analysts consider were the real agenda behind the "humanitarian" reasons given for the attack.

"It was one thing for the world to intervene to feed the starving, and even for the UN to help Somalia form a peaceful government. But this business of sending U.S. Rangers swooping down into their city killing and kidnapping their leaders, this was too much." Which partly explains, suggests Bowden, why half a city was ready to tackle American soldiers with their own hands, when October and the Battle of Mogadishu rolled around. 


US command estimates of between six and ten thousand civilian casualties, two-thirds women and children, and 380 US-UN casualties. NY Times, Eric Schmitt, Dec 8 1993.

The journalist John Pilger writes in the prestigious British magazine The New Statesman, that between 7 and 10 thousand Somalians were killed.

(The number of casualties varies depending on the source)

U.S. military officials said plans for any military operation in Somalia would be mindful of the incident in 1993 when 18 U.S. Army Rangers were killed during a raid in Mogadishu as they sought to arrest a Somalian warlord. January 10, 2002 Terrorists moving from Somalia -By Bill Gertz The Washington Times. This is how Hollywood can affect U.S. foriegn policy. It will make it easier for the Bush administration to carry out air raids. This created more collateral damage (civilian casualties considered unimportant in the whole picture) Yes, our government uses collateral damage in the same way the terrorists use it. 

One of the story's big heroes, in real life, later gets convicted as a rapist and  is currently serving a 30-year sentence for sodomy with a child under 12 and rape.  "The Army asked us to change his name." Marc Bowden. Still, Stebbins angry former wife Nora blasts the valiant picture producers paint. "They are going to make millions off this film in which my ex-husband is portrayed as an all-American hero," she fumes, "when the truth is, he is 
not." The Globe, Boca Raton, Florida.

